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 MATTHEW

The Ancestors of Jesus the Messiah . -

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus

Il the Messiah, a descendant of David* and of

Abraham:

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac.

Isaac was the father of Jacob.
Jacob.was the father of Judah and his
~ brothers.

3Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah

" (whose mother was Tamar).
Perez was the father of Hezron.
Hezron was the father of Ram.*

4Ram was the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon.
Nahshon was the father of Salmon.

5Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose

mother was Rahab).

Boaz was the father of Obed (whose mother:
was Ruth).

Obed was.the father of Iesse

6Jesse was the:fathér of King David.

- David was the father of Solomon (whose: :: -

.. mother was lathsheba the mdow

of Uriah).

7 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam =
Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
Abijah was the father of Asa.*

8 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.*
Jehoram was the father* of Uzziah.

‘9Uzziah was thefather of Jotham.

‘Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
" Atiaz was the-fathet of Hezekigh.

10 Hezeki hwas the father of Manasseh.
‘Manasseh was the father of Aron.*
<Amoen was the father-of Josiah. :

n 1051ah was the father of Jehoiachin* and

. 'his brothers (born at the time of the
exile to Babylon).

2 After the Babylonian exile: &’

. Jehotachin was the father of Shealtiel.
Shealtiél was the father of Zerubbabel.

1:Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.

»Eliakim was:the father of Azor.

4 Azor was the father of Zadok.

Zadok.was the father of-Akim.
. Akim was the father of Eliud.

5 Eliud was the father of Eleazar.. .
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

16 Jacob was the father of ]oseph

the husband of Mary.
Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is called
the Messiah.

7All those listed above include fourteen gen-
erations from Abraham to David, fourteen from
David to the Babylonian exile, and fourteen
from the Babylonian exile to the Me551ah

The:Birth of Jesus the Messiah
8This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His
mother, Mary, was engaged to be'married to Jo-
seph. But before the marriage took place, while
she was still a virgin, she became:pregnant
through the power:of the Holy Spirit. ®Joseph,
her fiancé, was a.geod man-and: did not want
to disgrace her publicly, so he decidedto break
the engagement* quietly.. oy oy
20 As'he considered this, an angel of the Lord

appeared to him.in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take
Mary asyour wife, For'the child'withinher was
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 2/And she will
have a son, and you ate to name:him Jesus,*
for he will save his people from their sins.”

. 22Al1'of this oceurred-to fulfill the Lord’s mes-
sage through his:prophet:
73 “] ook! The virgin will conceive a child!

. Shewill give birth toason, - .

. and they will call him Immanuel,*

-which'means ‘God is with us.””
2%WhenJoseph woke up, he did as the angel

of the Lord commanded:-and took Mary as his
1:1 Greek Jesus the Messiah, son of David.  1:3 Greek Aram, a variant
spelling of Ram; also In 1:4. See 1 Chr 2:9-10. 1:7 Greek Asaph, a variant
spelling of Asa; alsoin 1:8. See 1 Chr 3:10. 1:82 Greek foram, a variant
spelling of Jehoram; also in 1:8b. See 1Kgs23:50 and note at1 Chr3ar,
1:8b.0Or ancestor; also in 111, 1110 Greek Amos, & variant spelling of
Ambn; also in 1i10b, See 1 Chr3sg. £ Greek Jeconiah, a variant spell-
ing of Jeholachin; also in 1:12. See 2 Kgs 24:6 andnote at 1 Chr3 16,

1519 Greek to divorce her. 1:21 Jesus means “The LORD saves.”
1:23 Isa 7:14; 8:8, 10 (Greek version).
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wife. 2But he did not have sexual relations
with her until her son was born. And Joseph
named him Jesus.
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Visitors from the East
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, dur-
ing the reign of King Herod. About that time
some wise men* from eastern lands arrived in
Jerusalem, asking, 2“Where is the newborn
king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose,*
and we have come to worship him.”

3King Herod was deeply disturbed when he
heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. “He
called a meeting of'the leading priests and
teachers of religious 1awand asked, “Where is
the Messiah supposed to be'born?”

5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said; “for this
is what the prophet wrote:

8 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cifies*
of Judah,
for a ruler will come from you
who will be the shepherd for my
people Israel.”*”

7Then Hetod called for a private meeting
with the wise men, and he learned from them
the time when the star first appeared. 8Then he
told them, “Go to Betlilehem and search care-
fully for the child. And when you find him;
come back and tell me so that I can go and
worship him, too!”

9 After this interview the wise men went
their way. And the star they had seen in the
east guided them to Bethléhem. It went ahead
of them and stopped over the place where the
child was. ®When they saw the star, they:were
filled with joy! "They entered the house:and
saw the:child with his mother; Mary, and they
bowed down and:-worshiped him. Then they
opened theirtreasure chests and gave him glfts
of gold, frankineense, and myrrh:

2When it was time: to leave, they returned to
their ewm country by another route; for God had
warned them in a dream not to return to Heroed.

The Escape to Egypt

BAfter the wise men were gone, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up'
Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,”
the angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to
return, because Herod is going to search for the
child to kill him.”

“That night ]oseph Teft for Egypt with the
child and Mary, his mother, %and they stayed
there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what
the Lord had -spoken through the prophet
1 called my Son out of Egypt.”*

€Herod was furious when he realized that
the wise men had outwitted him. He sent sol-
diers to kill all the boys in and around Bethle-
hem who were two years old and under, based
on the wise men’s report of the star’s first ap-
pearance. "Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what
God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A cry was heard in Ramah—
weeping and great mourning.
Rachel weeps for her children,
refusing to be comforted,
for they are:dead.”*

The Return to Nazareth
9When Herod died, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 2°“Get
up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his
mother back to the land of Israel, because those
who were trying to kill the child are dead.”
180 Joseph got up and returned to the land
of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 22But
when he learned that the new ruler of Judea
was Herod’s son Archelaus, he was afraid to
go there. Then, after being warned in a dream,
he left for the region of Galilee. 23So the family
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. This
fulfilled what the prophets had said: “He will
be called a Nazarene.”

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
In those days John the Baptist came to
the Judean wilderness-and began preach-
ing. His message was, 2Repent of your sins
and turn to God, for the Kingdom: of Heaven
is near.*” 3The prophet:Isaiah:was. speaking
about John when he said,

“He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s cormng'
Clear the road for him!"*

4John’s clothes were woven from coarse
camel hair, and he wore aleather belt around
his waist. For food he ate locusts and. wild
honey. sPeople from Jerusalem and from all-of
Judea and all over.the Jordan Valley went out to
see and hear John. éAnd when they confessed
their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River.

7But when he-saw many, Pharisees and Sad-
ducees coming .to watch. him baptize,* he
denounced: them. *“You brood of snakes!” he
exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee God’s
coming wrath? 8Prove by the way you live that
you have repented of your sins and turned to
God. 9Don’t just say to each other, ‘We're safe,
for we are descendants of Abraham:’ TFhat
means nothing; for I tell you, God can create
children of Abraham from these very stones.

=2) Baptism - Matthew 3:13-17

I3

/

“Even new the ax of God’s judgment is poised,
ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every
tree“that does not produce good frait wﬂl be
chopped down'and thtown into'the fire:

¢ 14 baptize:with* water those whoarepent: of
theirsins and:turn to God: But someone is com-
ing soon -who is-greater than I am—so much
greaterthat I'm'rot worthy even to'be his slave
and earry his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit-and with fire.* "2He is ready to
RPN DN ", FUST: R L XESTYE RPN, IRy RS, Y L:s Wil'l'
resh-
rn but
The Baptism of Jesus

BThefi Jesus went from Galilee to tlie Jordan
River to be baptized by John: “But Johin'tried to
talk him out of it. “I am the one who'needs té
be baptized by you,” he said; “so why are you
coming to-me?”

5But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we
must carry out all that God requires,*” * S0 John
agreed to baptize him.

6 After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of
the water, the heavens were opened* and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and settling on him. 7And a voice from heaven
said, “This is  my dearly loved Son, who brings
me great 1oy

The Temptaﬂan of Jesus
ll‘ Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted there by the
devil, 2For forty days.and forty nights he fasted
and became very hungry.
3During that time the devil* came and said
to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
stones to become loaves of bread.”
4But Jesus told'him, “Nol The Scriptures say,
‘People do not live by bread alone, .
but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.”™*”

- 5Then the devil took him to the hely city,
Jerusalem, to the highest point of-the Temple,
sand said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off!
For the Scriptures say; : ‘

‘He will order his angels to protect you.
- And they will hold you up with their hands
$0'you won't even hurt your foot on
a stone.”*”

’Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say,
‘You must not test the LorRD your God.”*” '
' 8Next the devil took him te the peak of a very
high mountain and showed him all the king-
doms of the-'world and their glory: 9“1 will give
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it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down
and worship me.”
10%Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him.
“For the Sctiptures say,
“You must worship the Lorp your God
and serve only him."*”

"Then the devil went away, and angels came
and took care of Jesus.

The Ministry oflesus Begins

arrested he left ]udea and returned to Gali-

lee. BHe went first to Nazareth, then left there

and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of

Galilee, in the region of Zebulun and Naph-

tali. “This fulfilled what God said through the

prophet Isaiah:

5 “In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali,
beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River,
in Galilee where so many Gentiles live,

‘6 the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light.

And for those who lived in the land where
death casts its shadow,
a light has shined.”*

7From then onJesus began to preach, “Repent
of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is near.*”

The First Disciples

80ne day as Jesus was waikmg along the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—
Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing
a et into the water, for they fished for a living.
Wesus'called out to thetn, “Come, follow me,
and T will show you how to fish for people!”
20And they Ieft their nets at once and: fol=
lowed him.

217 little farther up the shore he saw two
other brothers, James and John, sitting in a
boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their
nets. And he called them to come, too. 2They
immediately followed him, leaving the boat
and their father behind.

Crowds Follow Jesus

#Jesus traveled throughout the region of Gali-
lee, teaching in the synagogues and announc-
ing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he
healed every kind of disease and illness. 4News
about him spread as far as Syria, and people

21 Drrayaiwmlage’s Greek reads magi; alsoin 227,16, 222 Orstarin
the easlt, * 2:6a Greek therulers.  2:6b Mic 5:2; 2 Sam 5:2. 2015 Hos 1241,
2:18 Jer 31:15. 312 Or has come, o1 is coming soon.  3:3 Isa 4013 § (Gresk
version).  3:7 Or coming to be baptized. 3:11aOrin. 3:11b Or in the
Holy Spirit and in fire.  3:15 Or for we must fulfill all righteousness.

3:16 Some manuscripts read opened fo him.  4:3 Greek the tempier,

4:4 Deut 8:3. 4:6 Ps 911192, 4:7 Deut 626, 4:10 Deut 613,

4:15-16 Isa 9:32 (Greek version),  '4:17 Ot has come, or is coming soorn.
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BJesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who
are my brothers?” 34Then he looked at those
around him and said, “Look; these are my
mother and brothers. 33Anyone who does God’s
will is my brother and sister and mother.”
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Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed

Once again Jesus began teaching by the

lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered
around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat
in the boat while all the people remained on the
shore. 2He taught them by telling many stories
in the form of parables, such as this one:

3“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some

seed. 4As he scattered it across'his field, some of
‘he seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came
and ate it, 50ther seed fell on shallow soil with
inderlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly he-
-ause the soil was shallow. $But the plant soon
wilted under the hot sun, and since it-didn’t
1ave deep roots, it died. 7Other seed fell among
‘horns that grew up and choked out the tender
slants so they produced no grain. 85till other
seeds fell on fertile soil, and. they sprouted,
srew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty,
and even a hundred times as much.as had been
slanted!” 9Then he said, “Anyone with ears to
1ear should listen and understand.”

WLater, when Jesus was alone with the
-welve disciples and with the others who were
rathered around, they asked him what the par-
ibles meant.

"He replied, “You are permitted to under-
stand the secret* of the Kingdom of God. But I
1se parables for everything I.say to outsiders,
250 that the Scriptures might be fulfilled:

‘When they see what I do,
they will learn nothing.
When they Liear what I say,
they will not understand.
Otherwise, they will turn te me
and be forgiven.’*”

BThen Jesus said to them, “If you can’t un-
lerstand the meaning of this parable, how
vill you understand all the other parables?
4The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word
o others. The seed that fell on the footpath
epresents those who hear the message, only
o have Satan come at once and take it away.
6The seed on the rocky soil represents those
vho hear the message and immediately receive
t with joy. 7But since they don’t have deep
oots, they don't last long. They fall away as
;oom as they have problems or are persecuted
or believing God’s word. 8The seed that fell
imong the thorns represents others who hear

God’s word, ®but all too quickly the message
is crowded out by ‘the worries of this:life, the
lure of wealth; and the desire for. other!things;
so no fruit is produced. 20And the seed that fell
on good soil represents those who hear and
accept God’s word and preduce a harvést of

3) Teaching - Mark 4:21-25 & 30-34

Parable of the Lamp
2Then Jesus asked them, “Would anyone hght
alamp and then put it undeét a baskator under
a bed? Of course not! A lamp is placed on a
stand, where its light will shine. 22For every-
thirig that is hidden will eventually be brought
into the open, and every secret will be hrotight
to-light. 2 Anyone with ears to hear should hs-
ten and understand.”

24Then he added, “Pay close atterntion to
what you hear. The closer you listen, the more
understanding you will be giVEn*~‘—and“§r01i
will receive even more. 25To those who listen
to my teachirig, more understanding will be
given. But for those who are not listening,
even what little understandlng they have-will
be taken away from thein:”

Parable of the Growing Seed -

%Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like
a farmer who scatters seed on-the ground.
7Night and day, while he’s asleep or awake,
the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not
understand how it happens. 28The’earth pro-
duces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade
pushes through, then- the heads of wheat are
formed, and finally the grain ripens. 2And as
soon as the grain is ready, the farmer comes
and harvests 1t with a sickle, for the harvest
time has come.”

Parable of the Mustard Seed

30Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom
of God? What story should I use.to illustrate
it? 311t is like a mustard seed planted in the
ground. It is the smallest of all seeds, 32but
it becomes the largest.of all garden plants;
it grows long branches, and birds can make
nests in its shade.” ;

BJesus used many similar stories ancl ﬂ]us-
trations to teach the people as much as they
could understand. *In fact, in his public min-
istry he never taught without using parables;
but afterward, when he was alone with his.dis-
ciples, he explained everythmg to them s

Jesus Calms the Storm :
35As evening came, Jesus said to his dlsaples
“Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” 3650

they took Jesus in the boat and started out,
leaving the crowds behind (although other
boats followed). But.seona fierce storm came
up. High waves were breaking into the boat,
and. it began to fill- with'water.

38]Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat
with his head.on a.cushion. The disciples woke
himup, shouting, “Teacher; don’t you carethat
we're going to drown?”

3%When Jesus woke up; he rebuked the wind
and said to the waves, “Silence! Be still!” Sud-
denly the wind stopped, and there was a great
calm. 49Then he asked them, “Why are you
afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

“The disciples were absolutely terrified.
“Who is this man?” they asked each other.”
“Even the wind and waves obey him!”

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Man :
5 So-they arrived at the other side of the lake,

in the region of the Gerasenes.* ZWhen
Jesus climbed out of the boat, aman possessed
by an-evil* spirit.came-out from a cemetery to
meet him. 3This man lived ameng the burial
caves and could no longer be restrained,.even
with a chain. 4Wheneverhe was putinto chains
and shackles—as he. often was—he snapped
the chains from his wrists and ‘smashed the
shackles. No one was strong enough to subdue
him. 5Day and night he:wandered among the
burial.caves and in the hills, howling and cut-
ting himself with sharp stones.

_6When Jesus was still some distance.away, the
man saw him, ran to meet him, and bowed low
before him. 7With a shriek,he screamed, “Why
are you interfering with me, Jesus,, Son of the
Most High God? In the name of God, I beg you,
don’t torture me!”.8For Jesus had already said;to
the spirit, “Come out of the man,you evil spirit.”

 9Then Jesus demanded, “What is your name?”

And he replied, “Mynameis Legion, because
there are many of us inside this man.” ©Then
the evil spirits begged him again and again not
to send them to some distant place.

TThere happened to be a large:herd of pigs
feeding on the hillside nearby. 2“Send us into
those pigs,” the spirits begged. “Let us enter
them.”

1330 Jesus gave them permlssmn The evil
spirits came out of the.man:and entered the
pigs, and the entire herd of about 2,000 pigs
plunged down the steep hillside into the:lake
and drowned in the water.

“The herdsmen fled to the nearby town and
the surrounding countryside, spreading the
news as they ran. People rushed out to:see
what had happened. A crowd soon gathered
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around Jesus, and they saw the man who had
been possessed by the legion of demons. He
was sitting there fully clothed-and perfectly
sane, and: they were all afraid. *Then those
who had seen what happened told the others
about the demon:possessed man and the pigs.
7And the crowd began pleading with Jesus to
go:away and leave them alone:

18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man
who had 'been demon possessed begged to go
with him. ®But Jesus said, “No, go home to
your family, and tell them everything the Lord
has done for you and how merciful he.has
been.” 20So the man started off to visit the Ten
. - oclaim

+ 4) Healing - Mark 5:21-43 1n; and

Lem,

Jesus Heals in Response to faith
Hesus got into the boat again and went back to
the other side of the lake, where a large crowd
gathered around him on theé shore. 22Then a

leader of the local synagogue, whose name was
Jairus, arrived. When hé saw Jesus, he fell at his
feet, Bpleading fervently with him, “My little
daughter is:dying,” he said. “Please come and
lay yourhands on het; heal her so she can live.”

2Jesus went with him, and all the people
followed, crowding around him. A woman in
the crowd had suffered for twelve years with
constant bleeding. 26She had suffered a great
deal from many doctors, and over the years she
had spent everything she had to pay them, but
she had gotten no better. In fact, she had.got-
ten worse. ¥She had heard about Jesus, so she
came up behind him through the crowd and
touched his robe. 2¢For she thought to herself,
“If I can just touch his robe, I will be healed.”
2%Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she
could feel in her body that she had been healed
of her terrible condition.

30Jesus realized. at once that healing power
had gone out from him, so he turned around in
the crowd and asked, “Wha touched my robe?”

3His disciples said to him, “Look at this
crowd pressing around you. How can you ask,
‘Who touched me?””

32But he kept on looking around to see who
had done it. 3Then the frightened woman,
trembling at the-realization of what had hap-
pened to her, came and fell-to her knees in front
of hinrand told him what she had done. 3*And
he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made
you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over.”

811 Greek mystery. 4012 [sa f:9-10 (Gréek version),  4:24 Or The
measute you give will be the measure you get back, 5:1 Other manu-
seripts read Gadarenes; still others tead’ . See Matr 8:28;
Like 8:26, 5:2 Greek unclean; also in §:8, 13, 5:20 Greek Decapolis.
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sisters \,h‘feﬁght hf:ife aﬁ?qg%oubé]ieveih him. Damed Herodias,* came in apd pgrfqgr}nhe_s
deeply offerided and re 5‘{‘A het is hon. @ dance that greatly pleased Herod and hle
4Ther ]esus told fhel’i:l,, 2 prOP h ; " gueStS. “Ask me fer anythll‘l'g y'ou }I’ke,' £ e
ored everywhere except _m_hésh(_)wnm;) ?;;?IWE king said to the girl, “and Twill giveit to you.u
anddatt)nong_ g ;?;;ﬁiﬁlieflig_mumﬁ,tﬁo 23He even vowed, “I will give you whatever VQ
3And because O ) e

Bl T alf my kingdom!™ i
any miracles among them except to place his asi(‘*’sil‘()e?v)ezt ciutgm d agske d hermother, “What
hands on a few sick people and heal them. ‘ ‘
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P : should T ask for?” {Be -
¢And he was amazed at their unbelief. s BT s MEEK-(F e hea_@ p
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Disciples John the Baptist!”

25US | from village to village, teach-  #So the girl hurried backto the king and told

;r)ilge E]:inuescginsggd l:é]-lcalefed his‘-ng\'elve, dis- him, “-I-wailt ﬂ::s head of John the Baptlst,-r.igl?t
iples together and began sending them out now, on a tray! ! i

:x?c}?yt?v%g?lgiying;theé authority to cast out 1"VI'h'een the King deeply regret;e@h:r;xgéat&:
evil* spirits. 8He told them to take mothing for had said; but_ because of the vp;;s 't?:efuse e
their journey except.a walking stick—tio food, in front‘ of hls.guest-s, he couldn disdonoch Lhe.
no traveler's bag; no money.* °He allowed 2‘?‘-S.o he ‘mmeq;ately SEE’IL‘ gn ?ecud'brmg
them to weat sandils’but not to'take a’chéange prison to cgt‘_off Iohn 3 t:lea haq o
‘of clothes. ey jo ¥ 3y him: The soldier beheaded John-in'the p :

| loaves ofbread and two fish.”

. hundred.
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boat in the middle of the lake, and Jesus was
alone on land. “He saw that they were in seri-
ous trouble, rowing hard and struggling against

#brought his head on a tray, and gave it to the
girl, who took it to her mother. *When John's
disciples heard what had happened, they came
to get his body and buried it in a tomb. the wind and waves. About three o’clock in the
; - . ing* toward them, walking on
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand morning* J s came ’
ey : .. the water. He intended to go past them, “but
30 ’
nﬁTn]Tizt apfjgf:ﬂ?%ﬁgeﬁéoa{fﬁs ﬁhoa’ﬁ ?e’; when they saw him walking on the water, they
i 3 i 2U€  cried out in terror, thinking he was a ghost.
and taught. 3'Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by s0They were all terrified when they saw him
ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He But Jesus spoke to them at once, “Don’t be
5a.1d_ this becaulse there were 5o i A people afraid,” he said. “Take courage! Am here!*”
c?ml'ng and going that Jesus and his apostles $'Then he climbed into the boat, and the wind
di.gizréét:gen E;‘&iﬁ era;. it h stopped. They were totally amazed, 52for they
théy couI?:lY baalais 33]33 ¢ m%.n; p%g;fé :;:::1; still didi’t understand the significance of the
nized them and saw them leaving, and people ﬁig%etgli; Iilteirlloaves.‘ LG R ere itoo
from many towns ran ahead along the shore $3After they had crossed the lake, they landed
and got there ahead of them. 3*Jesus saw the at Gennesaret. They brought the boat to shore
huge crowd as l}e stepped from the boat, and stand climbed out. The people recognized Jesus
I?e had compassionon them because they were at once, **and they ran throughout the whole
ilked-?j};eg?hmthout a;l}}nepherd- So he began area, carrying sick people on mats to wherever
eism teg'l gﬁ mfz:ny %us " to [hey heard he was. SWherever he went—in vil-
. o e anetnoon s disciples came to lages, cities, or the countryside—they brought
him and Sal(El,' This is a remote place, and it’s the sick out to the marketplaces. They begged
alrf;dy getting 1;29' 3-‘Seé1dfthe cm\;dvshlaway him to let the sick touch at least the fringe of
Sothey can go to the nearby farms and villages robe, and all who touched him were healed.
and buy something to eat.
37But Jesus said, “You feed them.” Jesus Teaches about inner Purity
“With what?” they asked. “We’d have to work On‘e day some Pharisees and teachers of
for months to earn enough money* to buy food religious law arrived from Jerusalem to see
for all these people!” Jesus. 2They noticed that some of his disciples
*“How much bread do you have?” he asked. failed to follow the Jewish ritual of hand wash-
“Goand find out.” ' SnE ing before eating. *(The Jews, especially the
They came back and reported, “We have five Pharisees, do not eat until they have poured
water over their cupped hands,* as required
*Then Jesus told the disciples to have the by their ancient traditions. “Similarly, they
people sit down in groups on the green grass, don't eat anything fff‘_?ﬂ the market until they
S0 they sat down in groups of fifty or a immerse their hands* in water. This is but one
of many traditions they have clung to—such
“Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, as their ceremonial washing of cups, pitchers,

looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. and kettles.*)

Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept S0 the Pharisees and teachers of religious

- giving the bread to the disciples so they could law asked him, “Why don’t your disciples fol-
. distribute it to the people. He also divided the 10w our age-old tradition? They eat without

I

1

. Wwentup into the hills by himself to pray.

fish for everyone to share. ©2They all ate as first performing the hand-washing ceremony.”
much as they wanted, “and afterward, the ¢Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was
disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftover fight when he prophesied about you, for he
bread and fish. 44A total of 5,000 men and thejr ‘Wrote,

families were fed from those loaves! ‘These people honor me with their lips,

Jesus Walks on Water he mbut the:.l;h;:rts are far 'ﬁ:’;:}s _ms;w -
“Immediately after this, Jesusinsisted that his bl ot T o' i o read Joses; se6 Matt 13:55.
disciples get backinto the boat and head across &7 Greek unciean. 68 Gresk no copper coins intheir monoy belts

the lake to Bethsaida, while he sent the people

6:14 Some manuscripts read He was saying.  6:22 Some ManuscTipts
read the-daughter of Herodias herself,  6:37 Greek It would take
home. “6After telling everyone good-bye, he

200 denarii. A denarius was equivalent to 2 lsborer’s full day's Wage.
6:48 Greek About the fourth watch of the night.  6:50 Or The TAM'is
fere; Greek reads [ am. See Exod 3:14.  7:3 Groek have washed with

the fist.  7:6a Some manuscripts read sprinkle themseives.  7:6b Some

“Late that night, the.disciples were in their manscrigts add and dining couches.
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7 Their worship is a farce, i
for:they teach man-made ideas as
commands from God.™™
8For you ignore God’s law and substitute your
own tradition.” -~ = 7 C
?Then he said, “You skillfully sidestep God’s
law in order to hold on to your own tradition.
0For instance, Moses gave you this law from
God: ‘Honor your father and mother," and
‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfully of father
or mother must be put to death.’ "But you say
it is all right for people to say to their parents,
‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give
to God what I would have given to you.”™ %ZIn
this way, you let them disregard their needy
parents. 2And so you cancel the word of God
in order to hand down your own tradition. And
this is only one example among many others.”
“Then Jesus called to the crowd to.come and
hear. “All of you listen,” he said, “and try to
understand. *It’s not what goes into your body
that defiles you; you are defiled by what comes
from your heart.*”
7Then Jesus went into a house to get away
from the crowd, and his disciples asked him
what he meant by the parable he had just used.
B“Don’t you understand: eithet?” he. asked:
“Can’t you-seé that the food you put into your
body cannot defile'you? ®Food doesn’t g6 into
your heart, but'only passes thiroughi the stom-
ach-and then goes into the sewer.” (By saying
this, he declared that- every kind of food: is
acceptable in God’s eyes.)
20And then he added, “It is what comes from
inside that defiles you. 2For from within, out
of a person's heart; come evil thoughts, sexual
immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery, greed,
wickedness, deceit, lustful ‘desires, envy;
slander, pride, and*foolishness. 23All ‘these
vile things come from within; they are what
defile you.” : fuf
The Faith.of a Gentile-Woman ,
Then Jesus left Galilee-and went north to the
region of Tyre.* He didn’t want anyone to know
which house he was staying in, but he couldn’t
keep it a secref. 25Right away a woman who
had heard about him came and fell at his feet.
Her little girl was possessed by an evil* spirit,
2%and she begged him to cast out the demon
from her daughter. :
Since she was'a'Géntile, borr in Sytian Phoe-
nicia, ZJesus told her, “First I should feed the
children—my own family, the Jews.* It isn’t
right to téke food from the children’and throw
:it to the dogs.” s

28She replied; “That’s true, Lord, but even
the dogs under the table are allowed to eat the
scraps from the children’s. plates.” Wi

29“Good ariswer!” he'said. “Now go home; for
the demon has left your daughter.” 30And when
she arrived home, she found her little girl lying
quietly in bed, and the demon was gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man
3Jesus left:Tyre and:went up te Sidon before
going back to the Sea of Galileeand the region
ofthe Ten Towns.* 32A deaf man with-a:speech
impediment was brought to him, and the
people beggéed: Jesus to lay his hands on the
man toheal him. A

3Jesus led him away from the crowdso they
could be alone. He put his fingers into the
man’ssears. Then, spitting on his own fingers,
he touched the man’s-tongue. #Looking up
toheaven, he sighed and said, “Ephphatha,”
which ‘means, “Be opened!” 3SInstantly the
man could hear perfectly, ‘and his-tongue was
freed so he could speak plainly!

36Jesus: told the crowd not fo tell anyone,
but the: more he told:them ot to, the more
they spread the news. 3They were completely
amazed and said again and again, “Everything
he does is wonderful: He even 'makes the deaf
to hear and gives speech to those who cannot
speak.” ‘ TR g

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand _

About this time another large crowd had

gathered, and the people ran out of food
again. Jesus called his disciples and teld them,
2%] feel sorry for these people. They have been
here with ‘me for three days, and they have
nothing leff to eat. 3If I send them home hun-
gry, they will faint along the way. For some of
them have come a long distance,”

“His disciples replied, “How are we supposed
to find enough food to feed them out here in the
wilderness?” ' Nt T

5Jesus asked, “How much bread do you
have?” ' :

“Seven loaves,” they replied.

630 Jesus told all the people to sit down on
the ground. Then he took the seven loaves,
thanked God for them, and broke them into
pieces. He gave them fo his disciples, who dis-
tributed the bread to the ¢crowd. 7A few stmall
fish: were found, to0,"so Jesus also blessed
these and told the disciples to distribute them.

8They ate as much as they wanted. After-
ward; the disciples picked up seven large bas-
kets of leftover food. 9There were about 4,000
people in the crowd that day, and Jesus sent

them home after they had eaten. 1Olmxﬁediately
after this, he got into a boat with his disciples
and crossed over to the region of Dalmanutha.

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign
"When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had
arrived, they came and started to argue with
him. Testing him, they demanded that he show
them a miraculous sign from heaven to prove
his authority.

12When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his
spirit and said, “Why do these people keep de-
manding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth,
I will not give this generation any such sign.”
13S0 he got back into the boat and left them, and
he crossed to the other side of the lake.

Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod

“But the disciples had forgotten to bring any
food: They had only one loaf of bread with
them in the boat. As they were crossing the
lake, Jesus warned them, “Watch out! Beware
of the yeast of the Pharisees and of Herod.”

6 At this they began to argue with each other
because they hadn't brought any bread. 7Jesus
knew what they were saying, so he said, “Why
are you arguing about having no bread? Don’t
you know or understand even yet? Are your
hearts too hard fo take it in? ®‘You have eyes—
can't you see? You have ears—can’t you hear?"™
Dor’t you remember anything at all? *When [
fed the 5,000 with five loaves of bread, how many
haskets of leftovers did you pick up afterward?”

“Twelve,” they said.

20“And when | fed the 4,000 with seven
loaves, how many large baskets of leftovers
did you pick up?”

“Seven,” they said.

21“Don’t you understand -yet?” he asked
them. :

Jesus Heals a Blind Man
2When they arrived at Bethsaida, some people
brought a blind man to Jesus, and they begged
him to touch the man and heal him. #Jesus
took the blind man by the hand and led him
out of the village. Then, spitting on the man’s
eyes, he laid his hands on him and asked, “Can
you see anything now?” )

24The man looked around. “Yes,” he said,
“] see people, but I can’t see them very clearly.
They look like trees walking around.”

25Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s
eyes again, and his eyes were opened. His
sight was completely restored, and he could
see everything clearly. 26Jesus sent him away,
saying, “Don’t go back into the village on your
way home.” -
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Peter’s Declaration about jesus
27Jesus and his disciples left Galilee and went
up to the villages near Caesarea Philippi. As
they were walking along, he asked them, “Who
do peoplesay I am?” -

28“Well,” they replied, “some say John the
Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say you
are one of the other prophets.”

29Then he asked them, “But who do you say
I am?”

Peter replied, “You are the Messiah.*”

30But Jesus warned them not to tell anyone
about him.

Jesus Predicts His Death

3Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son
of Man* must suffer many terrible things and
be rejected by the elders, the leading priests,

-and the teachers of religious law. He would be

killed, but three days later he would rise from
the dead. 32As he talked about this openly with
his disciples,  Peter took him aside and began
to reprimand him for saying such things.”

3Jesus turned around and looked at his
disciples, then reprimanded Peter. “Get away
from me, Satan!” he said. “You are seeing
things merely from a human point of view, not
from Ged’s,” = | :
~ 34Then, calling the crowd to join his dis-
ciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my
follower, you must turn from your selfish ways,
take up your cross, and follow me. *If you try to
hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you
give up your life for my sake and for the sake
of the'Good News, you will save it. 3And what
do you benefit if you gain the whole world but
lose your own soul?* Is anything worth more
than your soul? 38If anyone is ashamed of me
and'my message in these adulterous and sin-
ful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of
that person when he returns in the glory of his
Fatlger with the holy angels.”

9 5) Transfiguration - Mark 9:2-10
befc
grear power!

The Transfiguration anh
2Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and
John, and led them up a high mountain tobe
7:7 Isa 29;13 (Greek version).  7:10a Exod 20i12; Deut 516 7:10b Exod
21:17 (Greek version); Lev 10:0 (Greek version),  7:11 Greek “What I'
would have given toyou is Corban’ (that is, qgiﬂj. 7:15 Some manu-
scripts add verse 16, Anyone with éars to hear should listen and under-
stand. Compate 4:9,23. 7:24 Some manuseripts edd and Sidon.

7:25 Greek unclean.  7:27 Greek Let the children eat first,  7:31 Greek
Decapolis. 8:18 Jex 5:21.  8:29 Or the Christ. Messiah (a Hebrew term)
and Christ (a Greek term) both-mean “the anointed one.”  8:31"Son of
Man" is a litle Jesus used for himself. 8:32 Or began to correct him.
8:36 Or your self? also in 8:37.



MARK 9 |

alone. As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance
was transformed, 3and his clothes becamedaz-
zling white, far whiter than any earthly bleach
could ever make them. 4Then Elijah and Moses
appeared and began talking with Jesus.

5Peter, exclaimed, “Rabbi, it’s wonderful for
us to be here!'Let’s make three shelters as me-
morials*—one for:you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” ¢He said this because-he didm’t really
know what else to say, for they were all terrified.

7Then a ¢loud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my dearly
loved Son. Listen to him.” 8Suddenly, when
they looked around, Moses and Elijah were
gone, and they saw only Jesus with them.

9As they went back down the mountain, he
told them not to tell anyone what they had seen

until the Son of Man* had risen from the dead.
S0 they kept it to themselves, but they often
asked each other what he meant by “rising
from the dead.”

"Then they asked him, “Why do the teachers
of religious law insist that Elijah must return
before the Messiah comes?*”™
« 12Jestis responded “Elijah is indeed coming
firstto get everything ready. Yet why do the Scrip-
tures say that thé Son of Man must suffer greatly
and be treated with utter contempt? BBut I tell
you, Elijah has already come, and they chose to
abuse him, just as'the Scriptures predicted.”
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Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy

wWhen they returned to the other disciples,
they saw a large crowd surrounding them, and
some teachers of religious law were arguing
with them. ®When the crowd saw Jesus, they
were overwhelmed. with awe, and they ran te
greet him.

w“What is. all thls arguing about?” Jesus
asked.

7One of the men in the crowd spoke up and
said, “Teacher, I brought my son so you could
heal him. He is possessed by an evil spirit that
won’t let hitm talk.:8And whenever this: spirit
seizes hifn, it throwshin violenfly to the ground.
Then he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth
and becomes rigid.* So I asked your disciples to
cast out the evil spirit, but they couldn’t do it.”

WJesus said to them,* “You faithless people!
How long must I be with you? How long must I
put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

2050 they brought the boy. But when the evil
spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into a violent
convulsion, and he fell to.the ground, writhing
and foaming at the mouth..

‘n“How long las this been happening?”
Jesus asked the boy’s father.

He replied, “Since he was a little boy. 22The
spirit often throws him into the fire er into
water, trying to kill hlm Have mercy-onus and
help us, if you can.’

z“What do you mean, ‘If can’?” Jesus asked,
“Anything is possible if a person believes.”

aThe father instantly cried out, “I do be-
lieve, but help me overcome my unbelief!”

When Jesus saw that the crowd of on-
lookers was growing, he rebuked the, evil*
spirit. “Listen, you spirit that makes this boy
unable to hear and speak,” he said. “I com-
mand you to come out of this child and never
enter him again!”

#%6Then the spirit screamed and threw the
boy into another violent convulsion and left
him. The boy appeared to be'dead. A murmur
ran through the crowd as people said;, “He’s
dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and
helped him to his feet, and he.stoodup.

2 Afferward, when: Jesus was: alone in the
housewith his disciples, they asked hiny, “Why
coulldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?™  *

‘29Jesus replied, “This kind ean be cast out
only by prayer.*”

Jesus Again Predicts His Death

3] eaving that region, they traveled through
Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to know he
was there, #'for he wanted to spend more time
with his disciples and teach them. He said to
them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed
into the hands of his enemies. He will be killed,
but three days later he will rise from the dead.”

» 6) Teaching - Mark 9:33-37

The‘Greatest in the Kingdom - :
33 After they arrived at Capernaum and settled in
a house, Jesus asked his disciples, “What were
you discussing out on the road?” 34But they
didn’t answer, because they had been arguing
about which of them was the greatest. **He sat
down, called the twelve disciples over fo him,
and said, “Whoever wants to be first must take
last place and be the servant of everyone else.”
36Then he put a little child among them,
Taking the child in his arms, he said to them,
7*Anyone who welcomes a little child like this
on my behalf* welcomes me, and anyone who
welcomes me welcemes not only me buf also
my Father who sent me.” o

Using the Name of Jesus

38John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone
using your name to cast out demons, but we told
him to stop because he wasn’t in our group.”

. 39“Don’t:stop him!™*Jesus said: “No one who
performs a miracle in my name will soon be
able to speak evil of me, 4Anyone who is not
against us is for us. 4If anyone gives you even
a cup of water. because you belong to the Mes-
siah; I tell you the truth, that person will surely
be rewarded.

42“But if you cause one of these little ones
who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be
better for your to be thrown into the sea with
a large millstone hiing around your neck. #1f
your ‘hand causes you tosin, cut it off. It's better
to emter eternal life with only one hand than
to go into the unguenchable fires of hell* Wlth
two hands.* 45If your foot causes you to sin, cut
if off. It's better to enter eternal life with only
one foot than to be thrown into hell with two
feet* 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge
it out. It’s better to enter the Kingdom 'of God
with only one eje than to have two eyes and be
thrown into hell, “®“where the maggots never
die-and the fire never goes out.’*

%“For everyone will be ‘tested with 'fire.*
50Salt is good: for seasoning. But if it loses its
flavor, how do you make it salty again? You
must have. the qualities of salt among your-
selves and live in peace with each other.”
Discussion about Divorce and Marriage
1 Then Jesus left Capernaum and went

LY down to the region of Judea and into
the area east of the Jordan River. Once again
crowds gathered around him, and as usual he
was teaching them.

2Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him
with this question: “Should a man be allowed
to divorce his wife?”

3jesus answered them with a question:

“What did Moses say'in the law about divorce?”

4“Well, he permitted it;” they replied. “He
said:a man can give his wife a written notice of
divorce'and send her away.”*

5But Jesus responded, “He wrote this com-
mandment only as a concession to your hard
hearts. éBut ‘God made them male and female’*
from the beginning of:creation. 7*This explains
why a man leaves his father and mother and is
joined to his:wife,* 8and the two.are iinited into
one.”™ Sineethey are no longer two but one, %let
noene split apart what God has joined together.”
¢ WLater, when he was alone with his disciples
in the house, they. brought up the subject
again. "He told them, “Whoever divorces his
wife .and marries someone else commits adul:
tery against her.:'2And if @ woman divorces her
husband and marries someone else; she com-
mits adultery
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Jesus Blesses the Children
30ne day some parerits brought their-children to
Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But the
disciples scolded the parents for bothering him.
“When Jésus saw what was happening, he
was angry with his disciples. He said to them,
“Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them!
For the Kingdom of God belongs.to those who
are like these children. %I tell you the truth,
anyone who doesn’t receive the:Kingdom of
God like a child will never énter it.” Then he
took the children in his arms and placed his
hands on their heads and blessed them.

The Rich Man
7As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jeru-
salem, a man came running up to him, knelt
down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what must I
do toinherit eternal life?”

8“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked.
“Only-God is: truly good. ¥But to answer your
question, you know the commandments: “You
rhust not murder. You-must not.commit adul-
tery. You must net steal. You must not testify
falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your
father and mother.*”

20“Teacher,” the man replied, “I've cbeyed
all these commandments since [ was young.”

200king at the.man, Jesus felt genuine love
for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t
done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your pos-
sessions and. give the money to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come,
follow me.”

22At this the man’s face fell, and he went
away sad, for he had many possessions.

BJesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the
Kingdom of God!” 2¢This amazed them. But
Jesus.said again, “Dear children, it is very hard*
to enter the Kingdom of God. %5In fact, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”

26The disciples were astounded. “Then who
in the world can be saved?” they asked.

.ZJesus looked at them intently and said,

“Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not
with God. Everything is possible with God.”

9:5 Greek three tabernacles. 9:9 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus used for
himself.  9:11 Greek that Elijah must come first? 9:18 Or becomes
weak. 9:19 Or said o his disciples.  9:25 Greek unclean.  9:29 Some
manuscripts read by prayer and fasting.  9:37 Greek in my name.
9:43.Greek Gehenna; alsoin 9:45, 47 9:43b Some manuscripts add
verse 44, ‘where the. maggots never die and the fire never goes out.

See 9:48.  9:45 Some manuscripts'add verse 46, ‘where the maggats
never die and the fire never goes oul.’ See 9:48.  9:48 Isa 66:24.

9:49 Greek salted with fire; other manuseripis add and every sacrifice
will be salted with salt. 1004 See Deut 2451, 1046 Gen 1:27; 5:2,

10:7 Some. rnanuscnpts do not include.and s joined to his wife.

10:7-8 Gen 2- 34. 10:19 Exod 20:12-16: Deut 5:16-20. 10:24 Some
manuscripts read very hard for thoseWho frust in riches.
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Father for theusands* of angels to protect us,
and he would send them instantly? 5But if
did, how would the Scriptures be fulfilled that
describe what must happen now?”

55Then Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I some
dangerous revolutionary, that you come with
swords and clubs to arrest me? Why didn’t you
arrest me in the Temple? I was there teaching
every day. 56But this is all happening to fulfill
the words of the prophets as recorded in the
Scriptures.” At that point, all the cl!.sc1ples de-
serted him and fled.
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Jesus before the Council
5Then the people who had arrested ]esus led
him to the home of Caiaphas, the high priest,
where the teachers of religious law: and'the ¥
elders had gathered. #Meanwhile, Peter
followed him at a distance-and:came«o the high
priest’s courtyard: He wernt in and:sat with the
guards and waited to see how.it would all.end.

9Inside,:the leading priests and’ the entire
high council*: were trying to find' withesses
who would lie about Jesiis, so'they: could put
him to deathi6°But even though they found
many who agreed to give false witness, they
could not use anyone’s testimony. Finally, two
men came forward ¢'who declared, “This man
said, ‘I am able to-destroy the Temple-of God
and rebuild it in:three days.™ i

62Then the high priest stood up and sard ‘to
Jesus, “Well, aren’t you 'igoing to answer these
charges? What do. you have to.say:for yout-
self?” 63But Jesus remained silent., Then the
high priest said to him, “I demand in the name
of the living God—tell us if you are the Messiah,
the Son of God.”

64Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the
future you will see the Son of Man seated in the
place of power at God’s right hand* and com-
ing on the clouds of heaven.”*

6Then the high priest tore his clothing to
show his horror and said, “Blasphemy! Why do
we need other witnesses? You have all heard
his blasphemy. What is your verdict?”

“Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!”

§’Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and
beat him with their fists. And some slapped
him, é8jeering, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!
Who hit you that time?”

Peter Denies fesus:
69Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outsrde in the
courtyard. A servant girl came over and said
to him, “You were one of those w1th ]esus the
Galilean.”

70But Peter demed it in front of everyone.

“I don’t know what Vou Te talkmg about ” he
said.

7ILater, out by the gate, another servarnt girl
noticed him-andsaid to those standing around,
“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.*”

72Again Peter denied it, this time with an
oath. “I dori’t even know the man,” he said.

73A little later some of the other bystanders
came over to Peter:and-said, “You mustbe one
of them; we can tell by your Galilean.accent.”

74Peter swore; “A curse on mé if Ym.lying—
I dom’t know:the man!” And-immediately the
rooster crowed. -

75Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through

‘E’.gter s mind: “Before the rooster crows: von

7) Murdered - Matthew 27:1-66

27 Very early in the morning the leading
priests and the elders of the people met
again to lay plans for putting Jesus to death,
2Then they bound him, led him away, and took
him to Pilate, the Roman gOvernor.

3When Judas, who had betrayed him, real-
ized that Jesus had been condemned fo die, he
was filled with remorse. So he took the thirty
pieces of silver back to the leading priests and
the elders. +“I have sinned,” he declared, “for
I have betrayed an innocernit man.”

“What do we care?” they retorted. “That's
your problem.”

5Then Judas threw the silver coins down in
the Temple and went out and hanged himself.

6The leading priests picked up the coins. “It
wouldn't be right to.put this money in the Templé
treasury,” they said, “since it was payment for
murder.”* 7After 'some discussion they finally
decided to buy the potter’s field, and they made
itinto a cemetery for foreigners. #That is why the
field is still called the Field of Blood. #This ful-
filled the prophecy of Jeremiah that says,

"“They took* the thirty pieces of silver—

the price at which he was valued by the
people of Israel,
1 and purchased the potter’s freld
as the Lorp directed.*”

Jesus’ Trial-before:Pilate
"Now Jesus was. standmg ‘before P11ate the
Roman governor. “Are you the king of the
Jews?” the governor asked him. -

Jesus repliéd, “You have'said it.”

2But when the leading priests and the el-
ders made their accusations against him, Jesus
remained silent. 3“Don’t you hear all thése
charges they ‘are bringing against you?” Pilate

demanded. “But Jesus made no response to any
of the charges, much to the governor’s surprise.

BNow it was the:governor’s custom each
year during ;the-Passover celebration to re-
lease one prisoner to the crowd—anyone they
wanted. 6This year there was anotorious pris-
oner, a man named Barabbas.* 7As the crowds
gathered before Pilate’s house that morning,
he asked them; “Which.one do you want.me to
teleaseto you—Barabbas;or Jesus whois-called
the Messiah?” 18(He knew yery well that the re-
ligious leaders had artested Jesus out of envy.)
- ®Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judg-
ment .seat, his wife sent him:this message:
“Leave that innocent man alone. 1 suffered
through a terrible: mghtmare about him last
night.” -

20Meanwhile; the leadmg pr1ests and the el-
ders persuaded the crowd to ask;for Barabbas
to be released and for Jesus to be put te death:
2150 the governor asked again, “Which.of these
two do you want me to release to you?”

The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!”

22pjlate tesponded, “Then what should I do
with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” =~

They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

' B3Why?” Pﬂate demanded “What crime has
he committed?”

"But the mob roared even louder, “Cruc1fy
him!”
 Pilate saw that he wasn’t geﬂmg anywhere
and that a riot was developing. So he sent for
a bowl of water and washed his hands before
the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood. The responsibility is yours!”

2And all the people yelled back, “We will
take responsrblhty for his.death—we and our
childreni™, . o

2650 Prlate released Barabbas to them. He
ordered Iesus;,floggeﬁl_ with a lead-tipped whip,
then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to
be crucified. :
The Soldiers Mockesus
77Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jestts
into their headquarters* and called out the
entire tegiment. 28They stnpped him and
put a scarlet robé orni him. 29They wove thorn
branches into a crown and put it on his head,
and they placed a reed stick in his right hand
as a scepter. Then they knelt before him in
mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!”
30And they spit on him and grabbed the stick
and struck him on the head with it. 3When they
were finally tired of mocking him, they took off
the robe and put his own clothes on him again.
Then they led him away to be crucified.
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The Crucifixion
32Along the way, they came across a man
named Simon, who was from Cyrene,* and
the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross.
33And they went out to a place called Golgotha
(which means “Place of the Skull”). 34The sol-
diers gave'him wine:mixed with bitter gall, but
wherrhe had tasted it, he refused to drink it.

35After they had nailed him to the eross, the
soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing
dice:* 36Then they sat around and kept guard
as hethung there. A sign was fastened-above
Jesus’ head, announcing the ¢harge against
him. It read: “This is Jesus, the King of the
Jews.” 38Two' revolutionaries* were crucified
with him, one on his right and one on his left.

3The people passing by shouted abuse,
shaking their heads in mockery. 40“Look at you
now!? they yelled at him. “You said.you were
going to destroy the Temple ;and rebuild it in
three days. Well then, if you are the.Son of God,
save yourself and come down from the cross!”

#“The Jeading priests, the teachers of reli-
gious law, and the.elders also moeked Jesus.
“2“He saved others,” they scoffed, “but he can’t
save himself! So he is-the King of Israel, is he?
Let him come down from the cross right now,
and we will believe in him! #3He trusted God,
so let God rescue him now if he wants him!
For he said, ‘T am the Son of God.’” 44Even the
revolutionaries who were crucified with him
ridiculed him in the same way.

The Death of Jesus
45At noon,, darkness fell across the whole land
until ‘three:-o’clock. 46At about three o’clock,
Jesus called: out with a:lend voice, “Eli; Eli,*
lema sabachthani?” which-means “My God, my
God; why have you-abandoned me?”*

47Some of the-bystanders misunderstood
and thought he was calling for the:prophet Eli-
jah. 40ne-of them ran and filled a sponge with
sour wine, holding it up.to him on a reed stick
so he could drink. 499But the rest said, “Wait!
Let’s see whether Elijah comes to save him.”*

5°Then Jesus shouted out again, and he re-
leased his spirit. 5At that moment the curtain
in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two,

26:53 Greek twelve legions,  26:59 Greek the Sanhedrin,  26:64a Greek
seated at the right hand of the power, See Ps110:1.  26:64b See Dan 7:13.
26:71 O¢ Jesus the Nazarene.  27:6 Greek sincerif is the price for blood.
27:9 Or ] fook. 27:9-10 Greek as the LoRD directed me. Zech 11:12-13;

Jer 32:6-9. 27:16 Some manuscripts read Jesus Barabbas; also in 27:17.
27:25 Greek “His blood be on us and on our children,” 27:27 Or into the
Praetorium. 27:32 Cyrene was a city in northern Africa.  27:35 Greek by
casting lots. A few late manuscripts add This fulfilled the word of the
prophet: “They divided my garments among themselves and cast lots for
my robe.” See Ps 22:18.  27:38 Or criminals; alsoin 27:44. 27:46a Some
manuscripts read Eloi, Eloi.  27:46b Ps 22:1.  27:49 Some manuscripts
add And another took a spear and pierced his side, and out flowed water
and blood. Compare John 19:34.
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from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split
apart, S2and tombs opened: THe bodies of many
godly men and women who had died were
raised from the dead. 53They left:the:cemetery
after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city
of Jerusalem, and appeared:to:thany people.

54The Roman officer* and the:othersoldiers
at the crucifixion:weré terrified by:the:earth-
quake and.all that had bapperied. They: said,
“This man tfuly-was the Son of God!” - :

55And many. women who had come from
Galilee with Jesus to care for him were watch-
ingfrom a distance. %Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James and Jo-
seph), .and the mother of James and:John, the
sons of Zebedee.
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The Burial of Jesus

57As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man
from Arimathea who had become a follower
of Jesus, %®went to Pilate and asked for Jesus'
body. And Pilate issued an order to release it to
him. $*Joseph took the body and wrappeditina
long sheet of cléan linen ¢loth, *°He placed itin
his own new tomb; which'had been carved out
of the rock. Then he tolled a‘great stone-across
the éntrance and left: ¢'Both Mary:Magtlalene
and the other Mary-wére sitting-actoss froin the
tomb and watching.

The Guard at the Tomb

62The next day, on the Sabbath,* the leading
priests and Pharisees went to see Pilate, ©They
told him, “Sir, we remember what that deceiver
once said while he was still alive: “After three
days I will rise from the:dead.’ $4So'we request
that you seal the tomb umtil the third day. This
will ptevent: his disciplés’ from coming:and
stealing his body-and:theii' telling everyone
he was raised from. the dead! If that happens,
we'll be worse off than-we were at first.”

65Pjlate replied; “Take guards and secure it

the - best you-can.” $6So they sealed the tomb
and posted guards to protect it.

The Resurrection
2 Early on Sunday morning,* as the new
day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went ot to visit the tomb.
28uddenly there was a great earthquake! For an
angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled
aside the stone, and sat on it. 3His face shone like

lightning, andthiselothing was as white as snow.
4The guardsshookwith'fear when they saw him,
and they fell into‘a dead faint.

‘5Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t
be afraid!”he said. “I know you are looking for
Jesus, who was cricified: 6He isn’t here! He is
risen from the dead, jirstas he said would hap-
pen. Come, see where his body was lying.7And
now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he
has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead
of you to Galilee. You will see him there. Re-
member what [ have toldyou.” - =0 5"

8The women rai quicklyfrom the tomb. They
were very frightened but also filled with great
joy, and they rushed to give the' disciples the
angel’s message. ?And as they went, Jesus met
them and greeted them. And they ran to him,
grasped his feet;, and worshiped him. Then
Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my
biothers to leave for Galilee, and they will sée
meithere.”: ; '

The Report of the Guard .

"As the women were on their way, some of the
guards went into the city and told the leading
priests what had happened. 2A meeting with the
elders was called, and they decided to give the
soldiers a large bribe. ®They told the soldiers,
“You must say, Jesus’ disciples came during the
night while we were sleeping, and they stole
his body.’ 14If the governor hears about it, we'll
stand up for you so.you won’t get in trouble.”
1550 the guards accepted the bribe and said what
they were told to say. Their story spread widely
among the Jews, and they still tell it today.

The Great Commission : :
16Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, go-
ing to the mountain where Jesus had told them
to go. "When ‘they saw him, they ‘worshiped
him—but some of them doubted!

8]Jesus came and told his disciples; I have
been given all authority in heaven and on
earth. ®Therefore, go and make disciples of all
the nations, * baptizing them in the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20Teach
these new disciples to obey all the commands
Lhave given you. And be sure of this: I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”
27:54 Greek The cénturion.  27:62 Ot On-the néxt d&y,mhich-f.ig afterthe

Preparation. 28:1 Greek After thie Sabbath, oh the first day of the week.
28:19 Or all peoples. - e

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

1 This is the Good News about Jesus the Mes-
siah, the Son of God.* It began Zjust as' the

prophet Isaiah had written:

“Look, I am sending fity ‘messenger:ahead

of you, : ‘
and he will prepare your way.* -
3 He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for thie LORD’s coming

Clear the road for him!*”

4This messenger was John the Baptist. He was
in the wilderness and preached that people
should be baptized to show that they had re-
pented of their sins and turned to God to be for-
given. 5All of Judea, including all the people of
Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And
when they confessed their sins, he baptized
them in the Jordan River. ¢His clothes were
woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a
leather belt around his waist. For food he ate
locusts and wild honey.

7John announced: “Someone is coming soon

who is greater than I am—so much greater that
'm not even worthy to stoop down like a slave
and untie the straps of his sandals. 81 baptize
you with* water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit!”

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus

90ne day Jesus came from Nazareth in Gali-
lee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River.
10As Jesus came up out of the water, he saw
the heavens splitting apart and the Holy Spirit
descending on him* like a dove. "And a voice
from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved
Son, and you bring me great joy.”

2The Spirit then compelled Jesus to go into
the wilderness, Bwhere he was tempted by Sa-
tan for forty days. He was out among the wild
animals, and angels took care of him.

WLater on, after John was arrested, Jesus
went into Galilee, where he preached God’s
Good News.* 5“The time promised by God has
come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom
of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe
the Good News!” 3
The First Disciples
%One day as Jesus was walking along the shore
of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon* and his
brother Andrew throwing a net into the water,
forthey fished for a living. Jesus called out to

. them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you

How to fish for people!” ¥And they left their
nets at once and followed him.

wA little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebe-
dee’s sons, James and John, in a boat repairing
their nets. 2He called them at once, and they
also followed him, leaving their father, Zebe-
dee, in the boat with the hired men.

Jesus Casts Out an Evil Spirit

jesus and his companions went to the town of
Capernaum. When the Sabbath day came, he
went into the synagogue and began (o teach.
2The people were amazed at his teaching, for
he taught with real authority—quite unlike the
teachers of religious law.

23Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who
was possessed by an evil* spirit began shout-
ing, %#*“Why are you interfering with us, Jesus
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?
1 know who you are—the Holy One of God!"”

35Jesus cut him short. “Be quiet! Come out of
the man,” he ordered. 26At that, the evil spirit
screamed, threw the man into a convulsion,
and then came out of him.

27 Amazement gripped the audience, and
they began to discuss what had happened.
«“What sort of new teaching is this?” they
asked excitedly. “It has such authority! Even
evil spirits obey his orders!” 22The news about
Jesus spread quickly throughout the entire
region of Galilee.

Jesus Heals Many People
29 After Jesus left the synagogue with James and
John, they went to Simon and Andrew’s home.
30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed
with a high fever. They told Jesus about her
right away. ¥So he went to her bedside, took her
by the hand, and helped her sit up. Then the
fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them.
32That evening after sunset, many sick and
demon-possessed people were brought to
Jesus. 33The whole town gathered at the door
to watch. 24So Jesus healed many people who
were sick with various diseases, and he cast out
many demons. But because the demons knew
who he was, he did not allow them to speak.

Jesus Preaches in Galilee
»Before daybreak the next morning, jesus got
up and went out to an isolated place to pray.

11 Some manuscripts do not include the Son of God. 12 Mal 3.
1:3 Isa 403 (Greek version). 1:8 Ovin; alsoin 18b. 110 Or toward
him, or-into kim, 114 Some manuscripts read the Good News of the
Kingdom of God. 1:16 Simon is called “Poter” in 3216 and theteafter.
1:23 Greek unclean; also in 1:26, 27
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1 8) Resurrection & Appearances -

" John 20:1-31 (Matt. 28:1-15)

saw his mother standmg there b951de the chs
ciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman,
here is your son.” ZAnd he said to this disciple,
“Here is your mother.” And from then on this
disciple took her into his home.

The Death of Jesus
28Jesus knew that his mission was now fin-
ished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am
thirsty.”* 29A jar of sour wine was sitting there,
so they soaked a sponge in'it, putitona hyssop
branch, and held it up to his lips. 3®When Jesus
had tasted it, he said, “It is finished!” Then he
bowed his head and released his spirit.

31t was the day of preparation, and the Jew-
ish leaders didn’t want the bodies hanging
there the next day, which was the Sabbath
(and a very special Sabbath, because it was the
Passover). So they asked Pilate'to hasten their
deaths by ordering that their legs be ‘broken.
Then their bodies could be taken down: 32So
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two
men-crucified with Jesus. 33But when they came
to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so
they didn’t break his legs. 340ne of the soldiers,
however, pierced his side with a spear, and im-
mediately blood and water flowed out. 3(This
report is from an eyewitness giving an accurate
account. He speaks the truth so that you, also
can believe.*) 3¢These things happened in ful-
fillment of the Scriptures that say, “Not one of
his bones will be broken,”* 37and “They will
look on the one they pierced.”*

The Burial of Jesus

38 Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had
been a secret disciple of Jesus (because he
feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for
permission to take dewn Jesus’ body. When
Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and
took the body away. 3*With him came Nico-
demus, the man who had come to Jesus at
night. He brought about seventy-five pounds*
of perfumed ointment made from myrrh and
aloes. #0Following Jewish burial eustom, they
wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long
sheets of linen cloth. “The place of crucifix-
ion was near a garden, where there was a new
tomb, never used before. ¢2And so, because it
was the day of preparation for the Jewish Pass-
over* and since the tomb was close at hand,
they laid Jesus there.

The Resurrection
2 Early on Sunday mormng,* wh1le it was
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the

tomb and found that the stone had been rolled
away from the entrance; 28he ran and found
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved: She said, “They have taken
the Lord’s bedy out of the tomb, and we don’t
know where they have put him!”

3Peter and the other disciple started out for
the tomb: 4They were both running, but the
other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb: first. 5He stooped and looked in and saw
the linen wrappings lying there; but he didn't
go in. ¢Then Simon Peter arrived and went
inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings
lying there, 7while the cloth that had covered
Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from
the other wrappings. 8Then the disciple who
had reached the tomb first also went in, and
he saw and believed—®for until then they still
hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said
Jesus must rise from the dead. ©Then they
went home.

Jesus Appears.to Mary Magdalene

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying,
and as she wept, she stooped and looked in.
2She saw two white-robed angels, one sitting
at the head and the other at the foot of the
place where the body of Jesus had been lying,
B“Dear woman, why are you crying?” the an-
gels asked her.

“Because they have taken away my Lord,”
she rephed *“and I don’t know where they have
puthim.”

14She turned to leave and saw someorie stand-
ingthere. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recogtiize
him. %“Dear woman, why are you crying?”
Jesus asked her. “Whe are you looking for?”

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she
sald, “if you have taken him away, tell me where
you have put him, and I will go and get him.”

6“Mary!” Jesus said.

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!”
(which is Hebrew for “Teacher”).

7“Don’t cling tome,” Jesus said, “for | haven’t
yet ascended to the Father. But go find my broth-
ers and tell them, ‘Tam ascendmg to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.””

BMary Magdalene found the disciples and
told them, “T have seen the Lord!” Then she
gave them his message.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
wThat Sunday evening* the disciples were
meeting behind locked doors because: they

were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly;
Jesus was standing there ammong thein! “Peace
be with you,” he said; 20As he spoke, he showed
them the wounds in his hands and: his side.
They were filled with joy when:they saw the
Lord! 2'Again he.said, “Peace be with.you. As
the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”
2Then hebreathedon them and said, “Receive
the‘Holy. Spirit. 22} youforgive anyone’s sins,
they are:forgiven. If you do not forglve them,

they are not forgiven.”

Jesus Appears to Thomas

%0ne of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nick-
named the Twin),* was not with the others
when Jesus came. 25They told him, “We have
seen the Lord!”

But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see
the nail wounds in his hands, put my fingers
into them, and place my hand into the wound
in his side.”

2Eight days later the disciples were to-
gether again, and this time Thomas was with
them. The doors were locked; but suddenly,
as before; Jesus was standing ‘among them:
“Peace be with you,” he said. 2?Then:he said
to Thomas, “Put-your:-finger here, and ook at
my-hands.Put your hand intoithe wound in my
side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”

2&4My Lord-and my God!” Thomasexclaimed.

29Then Jesus told him, “You believe because
you have'séen me. Blessed are those who be-
lieve without seeing me.’

Purpose of the Book

30The d1sc1ples saw jesus do many other mirac-
ulous signs in addition to the ones recorded
in this book. 3But these are written so that
you may continue to believe* that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believ-
ing in him you will have life by the power of
his name.

Epilogue: JesusAppears toiSeven Disciples
2 Later, Jesus appeared again‘to the dis-
-ciples beside theiSea of Galilee.* This
is howit happened. 2Several of the disciples
were there=Simon Peter; Thomas (nicknamed
the Twin),* Nathanael from Cana in Galilee,
the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples.
3Simon:Peter said, “I’'m going fishing.” -
“We’ll come, too,” they:all said.’So. they
weént out in the boat but they caught nothmg
all night.
: 4At dawn Jesus was standing.on the beach;
but the disciples: couldn’t see who he was.
5He' called :out, “Fellows % have you caught
any fish?” ey
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-“Noy” they-replied.
¢Then he said; “Threw out your net on the
right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get
some!”So they did, and they couldn’t haul in
the net bécause there were so.many fish in it.

-7Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter,
“It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he puton his tunic (for he had
strippedfor work), jumped into the water, and
headed to shore. 8The others stayed with the
boat and pulled the loaded net to the shore,
for they were only about a hundred yards*
from shore. SWhen they got there, they found
breakfast waiting for them—fish cooking over
a charcoal fire, and some bread.

10“Bring some of the fish yowve just caught,”
Jesus said. "So Simon Peter went aboard and
dragged the net to the shore. There were
153 large fish, and yet the net hadn’t torn.

2“Now come and have some breakfast!”
Jesus said. None of the disciples ddred to ask
him; “Who- are you?” They knew it'was the
Lord. ®Then'Jesus served them the bread:and
thie -fish. This was:-the: thitd time Jesus had
appeared’ to his disciples’ since he had been
raised from the dead.

B After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter,
“Simon son of John, do you 16ve me more than
these?*”

“Yés, Lord,” Péter replied, “you know 1 love
You."

“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.

sJesus repeated the question! “Simon son of
John, do you love me?”

“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love
you.”

“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.

7A third time he asked him, “Simon son of
John, do.you love me?”.

Peter.-was:hurt thatJesus asked the gquestion
a third time. He said; “Lord; you know every-
thing: You know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.

18] tell you the truth, when you were young,
you-were able to do as you liked; you dressed
yourself and went wherever you wanted to go.
But when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and others* will dress you:and take
you where you don’t want to go.” ®Jesus said

19:24bPs 22:18.  19:28 See Pss 22115 69021 19:35 Some manuscripts
read can continue fo believe.  19:36 Exod 12:46; Num g:12; Ps 34:20.
19:37 Zech 12110 19:39 Greek 1o0-lifras {327 kilograms],  19:42 Greek
because of the fewish day of preparation, . 2041 Greek On the first day of
the week. 2019 Greek In the evening of that day, the first day of the
week, . 20:24 Greek Thomas, who was called Didyrmis.  20:31 Some
manuscripts.read that you may believe.  21:1 Greek Sea of Tiberias,
another name for the Sea of Galilee, 21:2 Greek Thomas, who was
called Didyrus:  21:5 Greek Children, 21:8 Greek 200 cubits

(90 meters). | 21:15 Or more than these othera do? 21 18 Some
manuscripts read and another oe,
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this to let him know by what kind of death he
would gl@nfy God. Then Jasus told him, “Fol-
low me.”

20Peter turned amund and saw behlnd them
the disciple Jesus loved—the one who had
leaned over to Jesus during supper and asked,
“Lord, who will betray you?” 2'Peter asked
Jesus, “What about him, Lord?”

22Jesus replied, “If I want him to remaln
alive until I return, what is that to you? As for
you, follow me.” 23So the rumor spread among
the community of believers* that this disciple

y 9) Ascension - Acts 1:1-10

wouldn’t die. But that isn’t what Jesus said at
all: He only:said, “If  wart himto-remain alive
until I return, whatis that to you?”-

2This disciple is the one who testifies to
these events and-has recorded them here. And
we know that-his account of these thmgs is
accurate.

SJesus also did many other thlngs If they
were all written down, ¥ sappose the whole
world could not contain the books that would
be written. ‘

21:23 Greek the brothers.

The Promise. of the Holy.Spirit

. In my first book* I told you,. Theophllus,

- about everything Jesus began to-do and
teach, 2until the day he was taken,up to-heaven
after giving his.chosen apostles further instruc-
tions through the Holy Spirit. 3During the forty
days after his crucifixion, he appeared to the
apostles from time to time, and he proved to
them in many ways that he was actually alive.
And he talked to them about the Kingdom
of God.

40nce when he was eating with them, he
commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem
until the Father sends you the gift he prom-
ised, as I told you before. 5John baptized with*
water, but in just a few days you will be bap-
tized with,the Holy Spirit.”

The Ascension of Jesus '

6So when the apostles were with Jesus, they
kept asking him, “Lord; has the time tome for
you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”

"He replied, “The Father alone has the au-
thority to set those dates and times, and they
are not for you to know. 8But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.
And you will be my witnesses, telling people
abouttite ‘everywhere—in Jerusalém, through-
out Judea, in Samarid, and to the ends of
the earth.”

-9After saying this, he was taken up into a
cloud while they were watching, and they
could no longer see him. 0As they strained to
see him rising into heaven, two white-robed
men suddenly stood among them. "“Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here
staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from

you into heaven, but someday he will return
from heaven in the same way you saw him go"’

Matthlas Replaces Judas
2Then the apostles returned.to Jerusalem from
the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile.*
BWhen they arrived, they went to the upstairs
room of the house where they were staying.

Here are the mames of those who were
present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip,
Themas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James ($on of
Alphaeus), Simon (the Zealot), and Judas. (son
of James). ¥They all met together and were
constantly united in prayer, along with Mary
the mother of Jesus, several other womer, and
the brothers of Jesus.

5During this time, when about 120 believers*
were together in one place Peter stood up and
addressed them. '6“Brothers,” he said, “the
Scriptures had to be fulfilled concerning Judas,
who guided those who arrested Jesus. This was
predicted long ago by the Holy Spirit, speaking
through King David:7Judas was one of us and
shared inthe ministry with.us.”

8(Judas:had bought a field with the: money
he received for histreachery. Falling headfirst
there, his body split open; spilling out ali his
intestines. ¥The news of his 'dedth spread to
all the people of Jerusalem;-and thiey gave the
place the Aramaic name Akeldama, which
means “Field of Blood.”) :

20Peter continued, “This was wrltten in the
book of Psalms, where it says, ‘Let his home
become desolate, with no one living in it.’ It
also says, ‘Let someone else take his position.™

. 21“Sp now we must choose a replacement for

Judas from among the men who were with us

the:entire time we were traveling with: the Lord
Jesus-—22from the time he was baptized by John
until the day he was taken from us. Whoevet is
chosen will join us as a witness of ]esus resur-
rection.”

2350 they:nominated two nren: ]oseph called
Batsabbas (also 'known as Justus) and Mat-
thias. % Then they all prayed, “O Lord, you
kriow’ every heart.: Show:us which of these
men youhave chosen %as an apostle to replace
Judas in this ministty, for he has deserted us
arid 'gone where he belongs.” 26Then they cast
lots, and Matthias was sélected to becorie an
apostle with the other eleven.

The Holy Spirit Comes
3. On the day of Pentecost* all the believers
were meeting together in one place. 25ud-
denly, there was a sound from heaven like the
roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the
house where they were sitting, 2Then, what
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared
and settled on each of them. And everyone
present was filled with the Holy Spirit and
began speaking in other languages,* as the
Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
5At that time there were devout Jews from
every nation living in Jerusalem. $When they
heard the loud'noise, everyone came running,
and they were bewildered to hear their own
languages being spoken by the believers.
’They were completely amazed. “How can
this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are
all from Galilee, 3and yet we hear them speak-
ing in our own native languages! Here we
are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the
province of Asia, ®Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt,
and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors
from Rome "(both jews and converts to Juda-
ism), Cretans, and Arabs, And we all hear these
people speaking in our own languages about
the wonderful things God has done!” ®They
stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can
this' mean?” they asked each other.
BBut others in the crowd ridiculed them,
saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!”

Peter Preaches to the Crowd.

14Then Peter stepped-forwatd;with the eleven
other apostles and:shouted to. the crowd, “Lis-
ten carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and resi-
dents.of Jerusalem! Make no mistake: about
this. %These people are not drunk, asrsome of
you are"assuming. Nineo'cleckin the morning
is much too early for that:%6No, what you see
was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: -
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7 ‘In the last days,” God says,
‘T will pour out my:Spirit upen all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
‘Your yeung men will see visions,
and your o0ld men will dream dreams.
'8 Tn those days [ will pour out my Spirit
" even oh my servants—men and
women adlike—-
and they will prophesy;.
9 And-1 will cause wonders in the
heavens above
.and signs on the earth below—
blood and fire and clouds of smoke..
20 The sun will become datk,
and the moon will turn blood red
before that great and glotious day of
the LORD arrives.
2 But everyone who calls on the name of
the LorD N
‘will besaved.”s

. .22“People of Israel, listen! God. publicly en-
dorsed Jesus the Nazarene* by doing pewerful
miracles, wonders, and:signs through him, as
you 'well know. ZBut:God knew what would
happen, and his prearranged plan was carried
out when Jesuswas betrayed. With the help of
lawless Gentiles, you:nailed him to a crossand
killed him. 24But God released him from the
horrors of death and raised him back to life,
for death could not keep him inits grip. 2King
David'said this about him: -
41 see that the LoRD is always with me.
I will not be shaken, for he is right
beside me.
26 No wonder my heart is glad,
and my tongue'shouts his praises!
My body:rests in hope.
27 For you will not leave my soul among
the dead*
or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave.
28 You have shewn me the way of life,
»and you will fillime with the joy of
.:your presence.’*

22*Dear brothers, think about this! You can
be sure that the patriarch David wasn’t refer-
ring to himself, for he died and was buried,
and his tomb is still here among us. 3But he
was a prophet, and he knew God had prom-
ised with an oath that one of David’s own de-
scendants would sit on his throne. 3'David was
looking into the future and speaking of the

1:1 The reference is to the Gospel of Luke. 1:5 Or in; also-in 1:5b.

1:12 Greek a Sabbath day’s journey.  1:15 Greek brothers.

1:20 Pss 69:25: 100:8. 211 The Festival of Pentecost came 50 davs
after Passover (when Jesus was crucified).  2:4 Or in other tongues,
2:17-21 ool 2:28-32. 2:22 Or Jesus of Nazarcth.  2:27 Greek in Hades;
alsoin 2:31.  2:25-28 Ps 16:8-11/(Greek version).
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What can | do next?

1) Get a Bible and read the whole story of Jesus

Christ for yourself:
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John ©

2) Get in/Start a Life Transformation Group:
Grab a brochure for detalils.

3) We would like to keep hanging out

with you! A new faith
We circle up together on Sundays at 10:30am community!
at Heartwell Park (across the street from

5600 Parkcrest St. LB, CA 90808 between Bellflower
and Woodruff on the Parkcrest side of the park).

CirclesGrace.com

@CirclesGrace

We enjoy a picnic lunch together after about 75 minutes of discussion.

Bring your lawn chair, a dish to share for a picnic and your Bible!

4) Join our Facebook Group & Text List

Facebook.com/CirclesGrace and let Mike know your number to get on the text messaging broadcast list.




