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by Kurt Miller

2005  projection

A Surprising Look at the Future
Opportunity knocks for reaching the AGING GENERATIONS



Life  Expectancy  1900-­2000*



Population  Age  Structure  Comparison:  1980  and  projected  2025  (in  millions)  
         1980                       2025  

Chart  from  Aging  in  the  Americas  into  the  XXI  Century  by  US  Dept.  of  Commerce  and  Bureau  of  the  Census
http://www.census.gov/ipc/prod/ageame.pdf



 1 China    1,268,853,362
 2  India           1,004,124,224
 3  United States      282,338,631
 4  Indonesia            213,829,469
 5  Brazil           175,552,771
 6  Russia    146,709,971
 7  Pakistan     146,342,958
 8  Bangladesh         130,406,594
 9  Japan       126,699,784
 10 Nigeria 114,306,700
 11 Mexico   99,926,620
>> USA (only 45 yrs.+)  96,944,389
 12  Germany    82,187,909
 13  Philippines  79,739,825
 14  Vietnam  79,060,410
 15  Egypt 70,492,342
 16  Turkey  65,666,677
 17  Ethiopia  64,690,052
 18  Iran 63,273,255
 19  Thailand 61,862,928
 20  United Kingdom  59,522,468
 21  France     59,381,628
>> USA (only 55 yrs.+)  59,266,437 
22  Italy      57,719,337
   

Ranking of Older US Population 
to Country Populations for 2000

comparing the decades

• Estimated Spending Power $1.1 Trillion $1 Trillion
• Total number of households  23.9 million  21.9 million
• Average number of people in household  3.3  2.7
• Avg number of children under 18 in household  1.3  0.6
• Average number of earners in household  1.7 1.8
• Annual average household income  $56,500  $58,889
• Annual average spending per household  $45,149     $46,160 



Aging  in  the  Americas  into  the  XXI  Century  by  US  
Dept.  of  Commerce  and  Bureau  of  the  Census
www.census.gov/ipc/prod/ageame.pdf

A  Profile  of  American  Baby  Boomers  by  MetLife  
Mature  Market  Institute®      
www.metlife.com/WPSAssets/

18827370211149688405V1FBoomerProfile6206.pdf  

National  Institute  on  Aging                                www.nia.nih.gov       

Administration  on  Aging-­  US  Department  of  Health  
and  Human  Services                                     www.aoa.gov  
  
Age  Lab  by  MIT                                    http://web.mit.edu/agelab  

Living  Longer,  Working  Longer:  The  Changing  Land-­
scape  of  the  Aging  Workforce  –  A  MetLife  Study.    
MetLife  Mature  Market  Institute®
http://web.mit.edu/agelab/news_events/

pdfs/longevitystudy.pdf  

A  Profile  of  Older  Americans:  2005  by  Administration  
on  Aging
www.aoa.gov/PROF/Statistics/profile/2005/

2005profile.pdf

An  Aging  World:  2001  International  Population  Re-­
ports  by  US  Deptartment  of  Commerce  and  National  
Institute  on  Aging
www.nia.nih.gov/NR/rdonlyres/A69F17DC-­3B7D-­

4C3C-­A90A-­96CACE6E7EDF/0/agingworld2001.pdf  

CHECK  IT  OUT  YOURSELF:  websites  for  further  information  on  Boomers  and  the  Aging  Generation



< < < 

Tony and his wife Cathy 
have served at Southwest 
Grace Brethren Church in 
Grove City, OH for 15 years.  
Tony is also part-time with 
the VisionOhio Church 
Planting Operations Center. 



Fact #1 The Lowest States in the percentage of the population attending a 
Christian church in 2000 were:

1. Utah
2. Nevada
3. Maine
4. Idaho
5. New Hampshire

Fact #2  The Highest States in the percentage of the population attending a 
Christian church in 2000 were:

1. Louisiana
2. North Dakota
3. South Dakota
4. Alabama
5. Mississippi

Fact #3  The only state to grow in church attendance faster than population 
growth from 1990 - 2000 was Hawaii. The other 49 declined.

Fact #9  3,200 churches close their doors each year.

Fact #10  3,660 new churches are started each year that survive.

Fact #11  There was a net gain of 4,600 churches in the United States from 
1990 - 2000.

Fact #12  While there was a net gain of 4,600 churches from 1990 - 2000,  
to have kept up with population growth there needed to be a net gain of 
38,802.

Fact #13  Assuming that the existing church rate stays the same, the Ameri-
can church would need 3,300 additional new churches every year to keep up 
with population growth.

Fact #14  The United States church planting rate is one half of what it was in 
the 1950’s.
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IT’S IN THERE >>>

In case you are wanting to see 
where “one church a day” comes 
from in the Biblical text, here is the 
diagram of the last part of Acts 
16:5.  The Greek is on the top and 
English translation at the bottom.  
You can see that “churches” were 
increasing in number daily!  

http://www.theamericanchurch.org


Three Encouragements: The Spirit, 
What God Wants & Small Things

by Dr. Terry Hofecker

An edited transcription of the message “Not by Might, Nor by 
Power” delivered by Dr. Hofecker at the July 2006FGBC 

National Celebration in Indian Wells, CA.   

*Scripture Texts in this article are in italics and from the New King James Version. 



1



Who despises the day of 
small things?  The Scripture 
rhetorically says‒no one!

2 3



I’ve never seen the Scriptures hold out any other 
standard than to hear what God says and be faithful in 
following it. That is the biblical definition of success.

3

Dr. Terry Hofecker is Senior Pastor at the 
Northwest Chapel Grace Brethren Church in Dublin, OH 



MICROpolitan Church Planting

You can find out more about what is 
happening in the Micropolitan Church 
Planting Initiative by checking out our link 
from this website:  www.churchaday.com 

Prayer is key to what we do.  We have two 
prayer networks going in Ohio.  One is 
associated specifically with our Micropolitan 
Movement.   Our Micropolitan prayer 
coordinator is Pastor Tim Ruesch.   Please 
contact him at:  truesch@churchaday.com 
to share in the privilege of praying for God’s 
work among smaller communities. 

Through our VisionOhio Church Planting 
Operations Center (www.visionohiogbc.
org)   we have another  prayer initiative.  
The contact person is Jamie McClary who 
you can reach at jmcclary@visionohiogbc.
org.  Please join us in preparing the soil for a 
multiplication of churches in Ohio!

# of Churches by Attendance in America

http://www.churchaday.com
mailto:truesch@churchaday.com
http://www.visionohiogbc.org
http://www.visionohiogbc.org
mailto:jmcclary@visionohiogbc.org
mailto:jmcclary@visionohiogbc.org


One of the key components of the GBNAM strategy is that churches would plant 

new churches.  So GBNAM has been collecting data since 1994 on what kinds of 
mother churches are initiating the planting of new churches. 

NOTE: The “No Single Mother Church” category is represented by churches that were 
initiated by a solo church planter, as a district project or by GBNAM.

Mother  Church  Data
for  Church  Plants  1994-­2004

You can help support the production of this newsletter.  Feel free to make a donation 
to GBNAM, PO Box 580, Winona Lake, IN 46590-designating the gift for “ ”

Like what you’re reading???  

Does Your Employer Offer Matching Gifts?

http://host10.dotservant.com/~jms1958/gbnam/


GBNAM   Northeast   will   host   its   sixth   Church   Planter   Candidate   Assessment   Center   in  
Pennsylvania  on  January  18-­20,  2007.The  Center  is  a  tremendous  resource  tool  in  assisting  
potential  church  planters  evaluate  their  calling,  ministry  behavior,  personality  profile,  leadership  
style,  communication  skills,  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  respect  to  church  planting.  

The   overall   goal   is   to   assist   each   candidate   to   honestly   evaluate   their   gifts   and   abilities  
regarding  suitability  for  church  planting.  Candidates  build  relationships  with  assessor  (pastors  
from  the  region)  and  begin  to  build  a  network  of  their  greatest  church-­planting  resource...
other  church  planters.  

Those  who  have  participated  in  the  assessment  center  have  benefited  greatly  from  this  assessment  process  and  
highly  recommend  it  to  others.  Many  say  the  experience  has  been  so  positive  that  they  would  not  consider  starting  
a   church   without   the   assessment.   The   Northeast   has   a   trained,   quality   assessment   team.   Several   assessment  
resources   are   used   during   the   process.   A   comprehensive   composite   rating   is   complied   for   each   candidate  with  
helpful  recommendations  for  practical  application.

RU  interested  in  Church  Planting?    Do  you  have  an  individual  or  couple  in  church  that  have  interest  in  
church  planting?  The  assessment  center  is  a  vital  beginning  step  in  helping  people  identify  a  calling  to  church-­
planting.  If  you  are  in  the  NorthEast  contact  GBNAM  career  missionary  Jim  Snavely  (jksna@kcnet.org)  if  you  want  
to  recommend  someone  to  this  assessment.  
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